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Rosh Hashanah—Monday, October 3, 2016            SANCTUARY 

Shana Tovah! 

Once again, I have the honor of addressing you, the congregation, on 
Rosh Hashanah.  While my main objective is to engage and reach out to 
you, it is also to thank the many people who make us who we are and 
allow us to achieve success in all of the programs, events and services 
we provide.   

I am now in my fourth and final year as president of Temple B’nai 
Abraham and I am constantly grateful for your support.  When people 
ask me “how is my job is at the Temple going,” I like to say that the 
Temple is still standing and I’ve stayed married through it all!  I have 
truly enjoyed the opportunity to represent you, the congregation, and to 
work to bring Temple B’nai Abraham into the future while maintaining 
our link to the past.  Our growth is truly due to the diligence and 
dedication of our incredible staff and to the deep and wonderful 
commitment of our lay leaders and volunteers. 

As we enter this High Holiday season, we rejoice together as a Temple 
family.  We welcome the New Year; we pray for health and prosperity; 
and, at the same time, our thoughts become introspective as we reflect 
on the importance and sanctity of these holidays.  We ask to be written 
in the Book of Life for another year as we chant our sacred prayers.  
And we have the good fortune to be able to worship together in our 
spiritual house and home, this beautiful synagogue.   

As I reported last year, demographics are changing and this is a 
significant factor which continues to have an impact on us.  The trend of 
declining affiliation and the lack of self-identification as Jews has not 
changed.  Despite these upsetting national statistics, Temple B’nai 
Abraham has been able to maintain its membership level.  In fact, we 
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have added over 40 new families to our congregation, keeping us at over 
900 family units.  I say family units because we are a progressive 
congregation, welcoming members in every age bracket and family unit 
configuration.  Our multi-generational ties strengthen with each year and 
the congregation benefits from the history brought by our seasoned 
members, as well as the energy and involvement of our new and younger 
families.  Once again, OUR house is in order and we are grateful to be 
able to grow with each year. 

Our clergy, Rabbis Kulwin and Dantowitz and Cantor Epstein, work 
tirelessly to make sure all of our religious, spiritual and pastoral needs 
are more than met.  With each passing year, our clergy and our 
congregation blend into a more cohesive unit, enabling Temple B’nai 
Abraham to develop and evolve, just as we do as individuals.  Our 
programs and services reflect our changing definitions of Judaism and 
our emphasis on family-oriented activities is evident.  Thank you to our 
clergy for anticipating our needs and serving our “spiritual house” so 
well.  

Education.  It’s everyone’s focus regardless of age.  Take a walk through 
our Early School and see the beautiful murals on the walls.  Listen to our 
youngest attendees, some less than 2 years old, laugh with delight as 
Debbie Ziering, Director of Early Childhood Education, and her 
dedicated staff, engage them in active learning.  We continue the 
education process with our Jewish Learning Program under the tutelage 
of Melissa Weiner, Director of Jewish Learning.  Once again, we have 
over 400 students in grades K-7.  Our Makom group, which is for teens 
in grades 8-12, has its own program with Rabbis Kulwin and Dantowitz.  
And in addition to our regular education program, we have active B’nai 
Brith Youth Organization and Teen Tikkun Olam groups which offer 
social and community activities for our children.  We have some serious 
Jewish learning and fun going on in our Temple from birth through high 
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school!  But we don’t stop there.  Our college students receive holiday 
packages from the Temple full of traditional goodies, and Rabbi Kulwin 
logs many, many miles during his visits to our young adults on their 
college campuses.  I’m not sure who enjoys that more—the Rabbi or the 
kids! 

I mentioned our spiritual home before.  The beauty of our home is 
directly attributable to Tracey Bent and his amazing staff.  This year, we 
have had several large projects which Tracey has overseen and managed.  
He and his staff are here all the time and are always making sure that we 
operate in tip-top shape.  Many thanks to Tracey and the maintenance 
staff for all their hard work. 

And no home is complete without someone who organizes and oversees 
all the details of daily life, manages the pieces and makes sure that 
everyone and everything is done properly and is in its correct place.  I’m 
sure you all know I mean Gail Milchman.  It has been my privilege to 
serve as president with Gail as our Executive Director.  She can make 
anyone’s life easier!  And every member of the administrative staff is 
equally as wonderful.  Thank you for your attention to every detail.  

A house becomes a home when it is inhabited.  When it is lively and full 
of energy.  When it is productive.  And that is Temple B’nai Abraham.  
Tremendous thanks are due to our volunteers who help create and run 
programs that engage the congregation and benefit the community.  Our 
volunteers are the foundation upon which our house is built.  I extend 
my humble thanks for all that you do for Temple B’nai Abraham.  To 
my officers, trustees, committee chairs and committee participants—
again, many thanks for all your hard work.  You are the mortar that 
holds our bricks together.  Prime Time, Men’s Club, Sisterhood, PTA 
and Parents’ Council—thanks to you, as well, for engaging all of our 
constituent groups in meaningful activities.  As Walt Disney said, “You 
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can design and create, and build the most wonderful place in the world.  
But it takes people to make the dream a reality.”  Together let us build, 
inhabit and grow the home we call Temple B’nai Abraham.   

With these, my final Rosh Hashanah remarks as your president, I’d like 
to, once again, thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you and 
to serve Temple B’nai Abraham.   

Max, Matthew and Amanda, Karen and I wish you and your families a 
sweet New Year.  May it be filled with good health, prosperity and 
happiness.  Let us wish for peace for the state of Israel and may we live 
in a world that achieves peace. 

From my home to yours, a most heartfelt Shana Tovah.  


