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Thank you all very much for the incredible privilege of being installed as the 26th president of 
Temple B’nai Abraham.  It is truly an honor for me and my family.  So how did I get here from 
Riverdale in The Bronx?  My husband’s family has a long relationship with Temple B’nai 
Abraham.  I know there is some confusion so first let me say that I only have 1 husband—some 
of you know him as Steven (his given name) and some of you know him as Max (that’s his 
nickname).  Whatever your name preference for him is, I give him a huge thank you for helping 
me along this path to becoming your President.  And just to clarify, it’s Silbermann with 2 “n’s”. 

 

Here’s some family history that I hope will help you understand my passion and love for TBA.  
Max’s paternal grandparents and father worshipped with Rabbi Joachim Prinz in Berlin, 
Germany.  After my father-in-law, Joachim, immigrated to the US and married Rosanne, my in-
laws followed Rabbi Prinz to South Orange and were active attendees at TBA in Newark.  We 
joke that my wedding vows, spoken by Rabbi Prinz at possibly his last wedding performed 
almost 30 years ago, included “For Better, For Worse, For Temple B’nai Abraham.”   

 

When Max & I were ready to move from NY City to NJ, we drew a circle around the Temple to 
determine what towns we would consider which would still allow a carpool to religious school at 
TBA in Livingston.  Our children, Matt and Karen, attended pre-school and day camp here, both 
beginning at age 2, and continued their religious education through their b’nei mitzvah 
celebrations in 1999 and 2003, respectively.  Max and I have been active members since our 
children were young, starting with my involvement on the Board of Education and his in Men’s 
Club.  Since that time, we’ve branched out to include work with many other committees and now 
I find myself as your newly installed president.  As you can tell, Temple B’nai Abraham is a very 
important part of our family and is certainly a second home to us.   

 

There are many people who deserve a special and heartfelt todah roba for everything they do at 
and for TBA, and I look forward to working with them very closely over the next couple of 
years. 

 

Rabbi Kulwin, Rabbi Dantowitz, Cantor Epstein—we are most fortunate to have you as our 
spiritual leaders.  You teach us, lead us, counsel us, and have become family and friends to us.  
We draw upon your strength to grow collectively as a congregation and separately as individuals. 

 

Gail and your administrative staff—we are so grateful for everything you do.  You oversee our 
daily actions, support our major events, and take care of everything in between, as well.   

 

Tracey—you and your incredible staff deserve a huge thank you.  You keep our beautiful 
building and grounds in tip-top shape, and we appreciate your dedication and care.  We see it on 
a daily basis. 
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Debbie and Melissa and your respective staffs—what could be more important than tending to 
and educating our children?  Thank you for the care you show every child and for the schools 
you manage expertly. 

 

To all the past presidents, trustees, and congregants who have reached out to me since the new 
slate was released, I appreciate your support and look forward to relying on your experience and 
enthusiasm to make TBA the best place it can be.  

 

Ed—I’m not saying goodbye to you at the Officers’ Meetings since I know you will continue to 
attend with the best job in the house—Immediate Past President!  Thank you for all your advice, 
help, counsel, and vodka!   

 

To our departing Officers—Ken and Marvin, and Barry Rothman as Counsel—I have enjoyed 
working with you over the last few years.  Again, this isn’t goodbye, just a restructuring of 
responsibilities.  I know I will reach out to you for your sage advice in the future. 

 

To the incoming crew—Bruce, Randi, Jeff, Ginny, Stacey, Scott, Jeff, Saul, and Jon Bondy as 
Counsel—thank you for accepting important roles as Officers and Counsel of TBA.  I am 
honored to be working with you.  Thank you to Myrna and Bob and the Nominating Committee 
for their confidence in my ability to serve as your president.  I hope I live up to expectations! 

 

To all our committee chairs and members, thank you for your time and dedication to our many 
and varied activities at TBA.  Without you, we wouldn’t function and you all make our 
congregation vibrant and successful. 

 

I know that I and my new Officers look forward to continuing the good work of the current 
administration.  Our Temple is a busy place, full of educational opportunities, social events, 
children’s schools, family activities, and spiritual happenings.  There is something for everyone 
and I encourage you to become active and attend our religious, educational, and social events 
regularly.  I know we all have TBA in our hearts and we all want the best for our Temple family. 

 

Finally, as president, I will do my best to serve effectively, always keeping our beautiful Temple, 
the congregants, and our best interests at hand.  Please know that I will always serve to the best 
of my ability and I will certainly serve very proudly every day.  Thank you again for this 
amazing opportunity. 

Julie A. Silbermann 
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