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Yom Kippur—September 23, 2015            SANCTUARY 

Shana Tova.  We join together today to worship and participate in our 

Yom Kippur services.  We embrace the solemnity of the day as we atone 

for our sins and ask for forgiveness.   We recite the prayers that we have 

chanted for thousands of years.  We are a cohesive unit, a congregation, 

gathered in this sacred place we call Temple B’nai Abraham.  We pray and 

wish for a good, sweet year and to be inscribed again in the Book of Life.  

Let us be thankful for our good fortune to be together.  Let us remember 

loved ones that are no longer with us.  Let us cherish the memories they 

have left.   

 

I ask you, now, to take a moment and consider what defines a 

congregation.  It’s a community!  And a community, to me, is a group of 

people who care about each other, who strive to improve the common 

good and the well-being of the whole.  In Pirkey Avot, it states: “Do not 

separate yourself from the community.”  Underlying everything we do is 

the belief that Jewish life matters.  Taking care of each other is essential.  

On Rosh Hashanah, I said that our volunteers make us a whole which is 
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greater than the sum of our parts.  And today, on Yom Kippur, I want to 

discuss the well-being of that entity, that whole, which is our congregation.   

 

As a synagogue, we are financially sound and secure.  We are fortunate to 

have a solid endowment fund which augments our annual budget.  We are 

growing in a variety of ways—through membership, through our schools, 

culturally, socially and spiritually.  We are thriving as a community and as 

a congregation. But there are individuals among us that, unfortunately, 

cannot say the same.  It’s an honor to serve a congregation that is able and 

willing to take care of its members as we do.  Temple B’nai Abraham 

provides dues assistance and scholarships for the Jewish Learning Program 

and Early School to over 190 families.  That is almost $350,000 this year!  

That’s a sobering fact, isn’t it?   

 

As I prepare for the holidays, I often read through the Mahzor and the 

supplemental readings which follow the service liturgy.  I came across two 

passages that especially called out to me.  Allow me to share the opening 
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of one passage.  Quote “Judaism begins with the commandment: Hear O 

Israel!  But what does it really mean to “hear”?”  End Quote. Are we 

hearing the need in our congregants’ voices when they ask for our help?  

Are we hearing the plea from our members’ families when they ask if we 

can help them educate their children in our religious school?  Are we 

hearing the needs of our beautiful but aging building as we prioritize 

replacements and improvements due to need and cost?  The second 

passage is called “Not Guilty?”  Please indulge me again.  Quote “As I 

read the sins for which I ask forgiveness, I glance at the listings, hurry 

through them, and say, “No—that is not true; I am not guilty.  [. . .]  No. I 

gave.  But did I give as much as I could?” End quote. 

 

Our goals as a Temple community must be to offer financial accessibility 

to all our congregants; to ensure our infrastructure is secure, to increase 

membership, and to develop and present programs that inspire members to 

maintain an involvement with Jewish life and learning.  We must educate 

our children and encourage them to understand that being Jewish is a 
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rewarding, life-long journey.  We must prepare ourselves to go from 

strength to strength, l’dor v’dor, generation to generation to create a 

stronger today and ensure a vibrant and enduring tomorrow.  Together, we 

must “hear” what our congregation is saying.   

 

I believe we are hearing, and heeding, the needs of our congregants, 

building, and our Temple B’nai Abraham community, through our Annual 

Giving program, Partners-In-Leadership.  This annual effort is essential to 

help meet expenses, fill the gap in our budget not covered by dues and, of 

course, continue to be able to help our congregants in need.  Last year, 232 

out of over 900 families participated in this vital effort.  That equates to 

about one quarter, or just 25%, of our membership.  This fiscal year, we 

seek to surpass last year’s goal.  To accomplish that, we need all of you!  

Please help us reach our goal; please help us “hear” the needs of our 

congregants.   
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Hineni.  One of the most powerful prayers recited during the Musaf service 

on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  “Here I am.”  It is the response used 

when G-d personally calls on someone in the Bible to do something 

difficult and important.  Abraham?  Hineni.  Moses?  Hineni.  It is a 

powerful answer to a complicated question.  But, what if for us, just today, 

it can mean: “Here I stand.  I will make my stand.  I know what is being 

asked of me.  I am ready to make a commitment to my congregation, to 

Temple B’nai Abraham.”  Today, in this context, just perhaps, it can mean 

“I hear you.”   

 

So as we hear the call, as we pray to be inscribed in the Book of Life, as 

we review our year and vow to improve, please think of how YOU will 

help our synagogue.  Answer the call of “Did I hear?” and “Did I give as 

much as I could” with a resounding YES.  Please allow yourself to know 

that you did do enough.  Enough to help others—which is one of our most 

precious commandments of tzedakah.  Hineni.  Here I am.  Here we are.  
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And we know what we need to do.  Become a Partner-In-Leadership 

today.   

 

May we as a congregational family have a good, sweet year.  May we and 

the State of Israel be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of peace and 

prosperity.  May our Temple B’nai Abraham community be blessed with 

good health, loving family and dear friends. 

 

G’mar hatimah tovah and tzumkal.  An easy fast to all.   

L’Shana Tova—Happy New Year. 

 


