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Yom Kippur—October 4, 2014            SANCTUARY 

We stand together today, literally and symbolically, to worship and 

participate in our Yom Kippur services.  As we do so, we all experience a 

myriad of emotions.  We are in awe of the solemnity of the day as we ask 

for forgiveness and atone for our sins.   We recite our most ancient prayers 

and raise our voices in sacred song.  We join together as a congregation in 

this hallowed space we call Temple B’nai Abraham as we pray and hope 

for a good and sweet year.  It is a time to reach out to those loved ones 

who are here and be thankful for our good fortune to be together.  And it is 

a time to remember loved ones that are no longer with us and to cherish the 

memories they have left.   

 

On this holy day, I am reminded of our obligations to each other as 

individuals, as a congregation and as a Jewish people.  Our Temple B’nai 

Abraham community is important—we must not become complacent or 

lazy just because it is easy to be here.  This is a place where we are free to 

express ourselves without fear.  This is a place where we are able to 

surround ourselves with our heritage and pass knowledge along to the next 
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generation.  This is a place where we must all take on the responsibility to 

stay strong and vigilant so we may continue to be together as a Temple 

family.  We rely on Temple B’nai Abraham and that reliability makes us 

accountable to one another.  We must help one another—within our 

families, within our Temple and within our community.  “Teruah!  Let us 

hearken to the Teruah’s call to action.” 

 

As a synagogue, we are financially sound and secure.  We are fortunate to 

have a solid endowment.  Our membership is growing, our schools are 

successful, we are active in community events and our local presence is 

strong.  We are educationally and culturally inquisitive and we 

continuously strive to improve.  We are thriving as a congregation but 

there are many individuals among us that, unfortunately, cannot say the 

same.  As we always have been, Temple B’nai Abraham is responsive to 

our congregants’ needs and takes care of those who are less fortunate.  I 

want to share an important fact about us that may surprise you.  Temple 

B’nai Abraham provides membership dues assistance and scholarships for 

our Jewish Learning Program and Early School to over 130 families.  That 
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is a significant number of people who need our help.  And, as I noted on 

Rosh Hashanah, I’m pleased to call this is another kind of “DEEP 

BENCH” at Temple B’nai Abraham.  We, as congregants, have stepped up 

and pitched in.  There are those who give of their time to make events 

happen.  There are those who give of their knowledge of institutional 

history and serve as an invaluable resource to our volunteers and staff.  

And there are those that give of their financial resources.  Work, wisdom, 

wealth.  All are necessary pieces of any successful organization and 

Temple B’nai Abraham could not grow without each component.  It is all 

part of our DEEP BENCH.  As our Holiday Mahzor says, “For in our 

hands, in our hearts, and in our minds are the means for building a better 

world…”   

 

We are building a better world for Temple B’nai Abraham through our 

Annual Giving Program, Partners In Leadership.  This annual effort is 

essential to help meet expenses, fill the gap in our budget not covered by 

dues and, of course, continue to be able to help our many congregants in 
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need.  Through consistent, generous and annual giving by you, we are able 

to offer membership, scholarships, and attendance at programs and events 

to everyone, regardless of their means.  We commend ourselves on being 

an inclusive congregation that understands the needs of our members.  We 

take pride in the level of commitment of our donors and volunteers and 

understand the importance of being a Partner in Leadership.  Maimonides 

said, “And you strengthened the stranger who lives with you."  We can 

congratulate ourselves BUT we need to do more.  Last year, 193 out of 

900 families participated in this vital effort.  That translates to less than 

one quarter of the membership.  Teruah—this is one of our calls to action.  

And certainly how you can be part of our Deep Bench.   

 

To those that have already stepped up, pitched in and given, thank you for 

your contribution.  Temple B’nai Abraham recognizes you and appreciates 

your part in this important program.  If you haven’t yet become a Partner 

In Leadership, I implore you to step up, pitch in and join us.  I reach out 

this year to you, our congregants, our “Deep Bench.”  Please help support 
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Temple B’nai Abraham as we move into the future.  Your participation in 

this important program supports ALL aspects of Temple B’nai Abraham.  

Through your generosity, you keep us stable, you help others in need, and 

you know that you have performed the mitzvah of tzedakah.  As we hear 

the call to action, as we pray to be inscribed in the Book of Life, as we 

review our year and vow to improve, please think of how YOU can help.  

Our Temple family needs you.  Step up, pitch in, and join the Deep Bench.  

Become a Partner In Leadership today.   

 

May we as a congregational family have a good, sweet year.  May we and 

the State of Israel be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of peace and 

prosperity.  May we all be blessed with good health, loving family and 

dear friends. 

 

L’Shana Tova um too kah. 


