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Rosh Hashanah—September 14, 2015                SANCTUARY 

Shana Tova! 

One of the greatest pleasures of being Temple president is the opportunity to 

address the congregation during the High Holidays.  And it is also one of the 

most difficult tasks of being Temple president.  I hope that the end result of 

my writing, editing and rewriting is that I appropriately invite you, the 

congregation, to be engaged and involved.  And I most certainly want to 

properly thank the many people who make us, Temple B’nai Abraham, so 

dynamic and successful.   

 

I am now in my second term as president of Temple B’nai Abraham and I am 

grateful for your continued support.  I respectfully represent you, the 

congregation, at many occasions—those of happiness as well as those of 

sadness.  This position has challenged me in ways I could never have 

imagined and I thank you for this opportunity to serve you.  But these remarks 

today aren’t about me.  They are about YOU!  And about Temple B’nai 

Abraham.  

 

During these Days of Awe we will count our blessings as individuals and as 

members of this community.  We will rejoice together as a Temple family as 

we welcome the New Year and we will reflect on the solemnity of these 
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special Days, as we ask for forgiveness and to be written in the Book of Life 

for another year.   

 

In a geographic area of demographic doom and gloom, we are growing!  

Although reports tell of an increasing number of people who identify as Jews 

but who do not affiliate with or join any synagogue, we have added 40 

families to our congregation bringing us to over 920 families strong!  We are 

multi-generational and should be proud that each year brings both seasoned 

and young families into our synagogue.  We have members in every age 

bracket and in every family unit configuration.   

 

Rabbis Kulwin and Dantowitz and Cantor Epstein fulfill our religious, 

spiritual and pastoral needs.  Our clergy are accepting, accessible and astute.  

They know who we are and what is important to us as individuals and as a 

congregation.  And because we are constantly evolving, our religious 

programs and services reflect our personal definitions of Judaism.   

 

Executive Director Gail Milchman and her efficient staff, including Laura 

Wold, Tina Greenberg, Barbara Silber, Mindy Palin and the accounting office, 

ensure that we run in tip-top shape.  Every single day.  We are grateful for 

their attention to every detail.  Finances are in order, expenses are constantly 
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monitored, congregants’ requests are attended to and emails, lots of emails, 

keep us up to date with all of the events going on at Temple B’nai Abraham. 

 

We all benefit from the care taken by Tracey Bent and his maintenance staff.  

You can find Tracey and his staff up on the roof inspecting our HVAC units, 

in the education wing making sure everything is working properly—or my 

personal favorite—riding the Bobcat that we got for snow removal.  Tracey 

and his crew keep us safe and make sure our building and grounds are 

constantly monitored and maintained. 

 

Temple B’nai Abraham is always busy and filled with educational and 

cultural activities.   Debbie Ziering, Director of Early Childhood Education, 

and her dedicated staff, teach our youngest children.  Language development, 

social skills and even academics fill our classrooms as our toddlers and young 

preschoolers enjoy their pre-school days.   

 

Under Melissa Weiner, Director of Jewish Learning, our Jewish Learning 

Program educates almost 400 students in grades K-7.  Our innovative 

religious education curriculum combines all of the essentials to teach our 

children and set them on their life-long Jewish journey. 

 



4 
 

We offer exciting activities and programs for our teenagers.  Teen Tikkun 

Olam, our youth social action group, is involved in a variety of programs and 

reaches out to many communities in need.  Our Makom program, created for 

our high school students, offers classes designed to meet a variety of interests 

and keeps our children surrounded by Judaism and invested in their heritage.   

 

We keep in contact with our college students with holiday packages and Rabbi 

Kulwin visits many of the young adults on their campuses.  The feedback 

from his college visits is terrific—the students get a chance to continue their 

special relationship with their Rabbi as well as have a nice dinner somewhere 

other than their cafeteria!  And the parents get a firsthand report from the 

Rabbi that their children are doing well. 

 

We are fortunate to have an abundance of our single most important 

resource—our  volunteers.  Our volunteers make up the backbone and lay 

leadership of this congregation and are our greatest strength.  Work, wealth 

and wisdom—without these vital assets, we would not be able to function.  

We all seek different things from Temple B’nai Abraham.  Some of us are 

here doing volunteer work almost daily and others are able to contribute 

important time and other resources from home.  No matter how everyone 

gathered here today gives, we thank you.  And we need you.  To my officers, 

trustees, committee chairs, and committee participants, I thank you for your 

hard work.  Prime Time, Sisterhood, Men’s Club, PTA and Parents’ 
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Council—you are successful in so many areas and reach out to all of our 

constituent groups in such important ways.  Put our continuing education, 

community service, social action, fundraising, membership and other 

committee components together, and you get a Temple B’nai Abraham that is 

greater than the sum of its parts!   

 

The act of being a volunteer is giving back to the congregation.  Your 

congregation.  And that’s an important form of tzedakah.  With your dedicated 

help we will be able to continue the traditions set forth by generations of 

congregants at Temple B’nai Abraham as well as create new formats and 

customs to be carried forward.  Please take a moment to think about how we 

are fortunate as individuals and as a congregation.  We are a synagogue 

community—we are responsible to ourselves, to our families and to Temple 

B’nai Abraham.  Become involved and accept the responsibility of being a 

dedicated volunteer.  As Virgil, the ancient Roman poet said, “The noblest 

motive is the public good.”  So please, accept my invitation to participate and 

take that responsibility to heart. 

 

Max, Matthew, Karen and I wish you and your families a sweet new year.  

May it be filled with good health, prosperity, happiness and peace.  In this 

unpredictable and changeable world, let us wish for peace for the state of 

Israel and peace throughout the world. 

FROM MY HOME TO YOURS, L’SHANA TOVA. 


